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Chief, Contract Branch 


20 May 1951 


Assistant General Counsel 


1, Reference is made to the proposed subject contract calling 
for the installation of a recording* playback and public address 
system ln | in accordance with the specifications there 


in set forth* This office has noted the following provision appear- 
ing under the general heading "Specifications for Recording, Play- 
back and Public Address %stem ,, r 


"AH apparatus similar or equal shall be the 
product of a manufacturers who have been produc- 
ing similar or equal apparatus for a period of at 
least five (55 yeprs and who shall bo able to re- 
fer to similar installations now rendering sat s- 
factory service." 

2, I?# % 3J09 sets forth in substance that all persons shall 
have an equal right to compete for 0 averment business and that the 
Government shall secure the benefits which flow from such competi- 
tion . Although the development of adequate specifications is a dif- 
ficult task, as the subject file indicates, advertised specifica- 
tions must nevertheless bo free of such restrictions as will binder 
or defeat the avowed purposes of the competitive bidding statute. 


3* It is the opinion of this office that the provision cited 
above restricts the Government business under procurement to those 
firms who were established five years prior to the date of bid. 
Hence, any organisation established shortly after the expiration 
after tor Id \fcr II would be disqualified from bidding because of 
lack of maturity. This can be, and frequently is, a difficult sit- 
uation duo to veterans ' aspects and the Congressional interest in 
protecting small business. 


STATINTL 



cc: Subject 
Chrono 


STATINTL 


Approved For Release 2002/05/06 : CIA-RDP57-00384R000700070047-9 






